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The Sister City Association of Huntington Beach is looking for 
four students to become Youth Ambassadors to Japan. High school 
freshmen, sophomores and juniors who live or attend school at 
one of the Huntington Beach Union High School District schools 
are eligible. The program is a two-week reciprocal exchange; am-
bassadors host a student from Anjo, Japan, the fi rst two weeks in 
July, and travel to Japan in early August, 2013. 

2014 marks the 32nd year of this successful exchange with Anjo, 
Japan. In addition to the travel opportunity, the experience pro-
vides students with the understanding of foreign culture and a 
wonderful opportunity to broaden their horizons. 

Strong friendships have been formed between former ambassadors 
and their Japanese counterparts; the experience has even resulted in 
some career decisions for several students. Families of selected stu-
dents benefi t also, as host family members are encouraged to partici-
pate in the activities.

Applications are available at City Hall, Huntington Beach Central 
Library, and at the individual high schools. Application Deadline: 
Friday, February 14, 2014. 

For more information, call 714-846-7685 or gerber@socal.rr.com. 
Visit the Huntington Beach City site at huntington-beach.ca.us/
government/boards.    
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ROSE PARADE – 2014
Join the City of Huntington Beach Community 
Services Department for the spectacular 2014 
Rose Parade on Wednesday, January 1. We have 
limited grandstand seating available. Tickets are 
$115, which includes transportation and seat-
ing. Buses will depart from the Civic Center, 
2000 Main Street at 6:45 a.m. sharp and return at 

approximately 3 p.m. All registrants under 17 
years old must be accompanied by an adult. For 
further information, please call 714-536-9387. 
Sign up with Betty Hickey at Rodgers Seniors’ 
Center, 1706 Orange Avenue, Huntington 
Beach: Tuesday 8:30-11:30 a.m., Thursday or 
Friday 12:30-5 p.m.

2013 Ambassadors of Goodwill

Need Photo?

Looking for a few good students!

Some comments from former ambassadors: 
“An amazing opportunity to travel,” 
“The experience of a lifetime,” 
“Extremely worthwhile,” and 
“Do it!” 

From a chaperone: 

“Very different from a tourist visit –  
it’s much better!”



    Stress-Free Travel Starts at City Hall!
City of Huntington Beach Passport Facility 

Ready for a vacation?  Tired of long lines?  Your time is
precious, and that is why our agents strive to make your
passport application process as quick and easy as possible.   

City Hall offices are open Monday - Friday, 8 a.m. – 5 p.m.  
(except holidays).  Photo services are available - standard fees
apply. 

Location:  2000 Main Street @ Main/Yorktown, 2nd Floor  

Phone:  714-374-1600 

Website:  www.huntingtonbeachca.gov/
passports  

The winter season brings out many surprises in the Shipley native habitats. 

A wide variety of native fungi appear brought on by the winter rains. In colors of red, 
purple, and yellow, they have varied shapes and appear high and low for a visual trea-
sure hunt throughout the habitats. Winter blooming plants like Ribes (gooseberries and 
currants) put on a many-hued show. Cedar Waxwings and other Migratory birds visit 
and call Shipley home for the season. 

Planting Season for Natives
The California Native Plant Sale continues for the winter planting season. A great selection of California Native Plants is 
available for the drought tolerant garden. Stroll through the eight habitats and see how California Native Plants provide 
food, shelter and beauty for our local birds, butterfl ies and wildlife and conserve water at the same time.

See www.shipleynature.org for more information on coming events and children’s programs. 17851 Goldenwest Street 
near Talbert Avenue. Follow the path from the parking lot into the park to the green Shipley Nature Center gates. 714-842-
4772. Open Monday-Saturday, 9 a.m. to 1 p.m. and on the Second Saturday of the month, open 9 a.m. to 4 p.m.

Shipley Nature Center
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Do You Love Gardening?
Did you know that Huntington Beach has its own Community 
Garden? Plots are available for a small annual fee. Enjoy growing 
organic fruits, vegetables and fl owers that you can share with 
family and friends. Visit the HBCG website for more information: 
www.HuntingtonBeachCommunityGarden.com 

Huntington Beach Community Garden
P.O. Box 5891, Huntington Beach CA 92615
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Huntington Beach Council on Aging to Host New Year’s Eve Dance
The Huntington Beach Council on Aging will host their 
annual New Year’s Eve Ballroom Dance on Tuesday, 
December 31, 2013 at the Michael E. Rodgers Seniors’ 
Center from 8 p.m.-12:30 a.m. The evening will include 
live music from P.M. Howard and Friends, drawing prizes, 
appetizers, hearty dinner, beverages, dessert, the “Grand 
Countdown Toast,” and balloon drop at midnight. Tickets 
are available for $40 at the senior center front counter. This 
event sells out quickly, so get your tickets today!

Michael E. Rodgers Seniors’ Center is located at 1706 
Orange Ave, Huntington Beach.

The HBCOA is a non-profi t organization that supports pro-
grams and services for Huntington Beach Seniors through 
the Michael E. Rodgers Seniors’ Center and the Huntington 
Beach Seniors Outreach.

For more information, please call the Michael E. Rodgers 
Seniors’ Center at 714-536-9387.

FOG stands for Fats, Oils, and Grease and is a by-product of frying and cooking 
greasy foods. When FOG is not disposed of properly it can build up in plumbing 
lines and eventually form a blockage. Plumbing blockages can cause sewage to 
overfl ow into your home or the street. Sewage overfl ows pose a hazard to your 
health and the environment. 

These tips will help prevent FOG related plumbing problems and protect your 
health and the environment: 

• Pour cooking oil into a container with an absorbent material, like coffee 
grounds or paper towels, and dispose in the trash. 

• Remove all grease and food from dishes before washing. 
• Dispose of large amounts of cooking oil at your local household hazardous 

waste collection center. For more information call (714) 834- 4000. 

Please report all sewage spills to (714) 536-5921. Please visit the Public Works 
website for more information on the City’s FOG program. 

Prevent FOG Related Overf lows at Home



City Beach: Encompassing 3.5 miles from Beach Boulevard to the west city line.
Encompassing 3.5 miles from Beach Boulevard to the west city limits, the city 
boasts one of the world’s fi nest beaches. Th e beachfront includes the municipal 
pier, food and rental concessions, restrooms, showers, volleyball nets, fi re rings, 
and a 2,200 space beach parking lot plus additional parking on Pacifi c Coast High-
way and adjacent streets. New buildings on the municipal pier, a new Visitors 
Kiosk at Pier Plaza, and new restrooms along Bluff top Park north of the Pier will 
enhance beach visits for both residents and visitors. Lifeguard service is provided 
during daylight hours 365 days a year. Th e number and location of lifeguards 
on duty varies depending on season, weather and surf conditions. Please note 
posted signage for information. Curfew is 10 p.m. to 5 a.m. and is strictly enforced. Beach Headquarters: 103 Pacifi c Coast 
Highway. Offi  ce hours: Monday – Friday, 8 a.m. - 5 p.m. Phone: 714-536-5281 Emergencies: call 911.

For information on Municipal Beach Parking Pass, Main Promenade Parking Structure, Day Use Parking, Pier Plaza 
Parking, and Sunset Vista RV Park, please visit www.surfcity-hb.org/visitors/parking/ or call 714-536-5281.

Beach Information
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Most insurances accepted. Affordable self-pay options.

Treating your
Your Cold & Flu Fighter

Main St &
Yorktown Ave

714-377-2346



Flood Protection Information      

Here are a few flood 
safety tips:  
 

Do not walk through flowing water. 
Drowning is the number one cause of 
flood deaths, mostly during flash floods. 
 

Do not drive through a flooded area. 
More people drown in their cars than anywhere else. 
 

Stay away from power lines and electrical wires. 
The number two flood killer after drowning is 
electrocution. 

As we enter the rainy season, please 
remember that your property may be 
located in or near a floodplain. 
Although improvements to the Santa 
Ana River have reduced potential flood 
impacts, flooding in our city may occur.  
Flooding may be caused by the Santa 
Ana River, East Garden Grove 
Wintersburg Channel, Talbert Channel, 

Huntington Beach Channel, or the Pacific Ocean.  Most 
floods occur when the floodwaters leave the river or 
channels; however, abnormally large sea waves (tsunamis) 
from the ocean may create flooding near the coastline. 
 

Historical flooding of Huntington Beach dates back to 1825.  
Although flood control improvements have been and continue 
to be made, flooding can still occur today.  Flooding can 
come with little warning.  Residents in flood prone areas will 
be warned of an actual emergency by either a phone call 
using the AlertOC emergency notification system or the 
sounding of sirens at each of the eight fire stations.  Warning 
and emergency procedures will be announced on local cable 
HBTV-3 (Channel 3), and radio station KWVE (107.9 FM).  If 
flood is likely, and time permits, move your valuable 
furnishings and essential items to the upper floor of your 
home or higher off the floor.  Place sandbags around your 
property to divert floodwater. 
 

You may contact the Planning Division at (714) 536-5271 to 
determine if a property is in a flood zone, obtain flood 
protection advice, insurance requirements, and elevation 
certificates.  The Building Division and Public Works 
Department can also provide assistance regarding 
construction in the floodplain.  If requested, City staff is 
available to undertake site visits to review flood, drainage or 
retro-fitting issues.  The Federal Emergency Management 
Agency and Army Corps of Engineers provide technical 
assistance to the City. 
 
During the life of a 30-year mortgage there is a 26% chance 
of experiencing a flood.  Homeowner’s insurance policies do 
not cover damage from floods.  Because Huntington Beach 
participates in the National Flood Insurance Program (NFIP) 
and Community Rating System (CRS), you can purchase a 
separate flood insurance policy at a reduced rate.  This 
insurance is backed by the Federal government and is 
available to everyone, even for properties that have been 
flooded. There is a 30-day waiting period before NFIP 
coverage takes effect.  If you don’t have flood insurance, talk 
to your insurance agent. 
 

More information about NFIP flood insurance requirements  
is available on the Internet.  Visit http://www.fema.gov/nfip. 
The site contains hazard information, a general flood  
map, and a frequently asked question page. Or you may call  
1-888-CALL-FLOOD. 
 

There are several ways that you can protect your property 
from flood damage.  One way is to keep water away by 
installing a drainage system in your yard that will allow  

 

excess water to flow into the storm drain.  Another approach 
is to make your walls waterproof and place watertight 
closures over the doorways. These measures are called 
floodproofing or retrofitting. Please remember that any 
alteration to your building requires a permit from the Planning 
and Building Department. Important documents and 
irreplaceable personal objects such as photographs and 
insurance papers should be placed where they will not get 
damaged.  There are flood protection references available at 
the Central Library, Main Street Branch, Graham Street 
Branch, Banning Avenue Branch, and the Planning and 
Building Department at City Hall. 
 

When a property is located in the floodplain, all new 
construction or substantial improvement that equals or 
exceeds 50% of the building’s value is required to comply 
with the City’s floodplain overlay regulations which require 
elevation of residential structures. Nonresidential structures 
may be elevated and/or floodproofed. A completed flood 
elevation certificate must be submitted to the City following 
completion of the structure’s lowest floor. Substantially 
damaged buildings where the cost of repairs equals or 
exceeds 50% of the building’s value before it was damaged 
must be brought up to the same standards as a new or 
substantially improved structure. 
 

What you can do: 

 

• 

• 

 

s.
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