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Staff to Issue Request for Qualifications for Legal Services. (00:08:20)

Mayor Pro Tern Dwyer and Mr. Field discussed a recent news article that published costs for
outsourced legal assistance in the City of Costa Mesa.

Major Bob spoke in opposition to Councilmember Item No. 2 - Direct Staff to Issue Request for
Qualifications for Legal Services. (00:13:18)

Norm Westwell spoke in support of Administrative Item No. 1 - Proposed Ballot Measure for
Charter Amendment Relative to Fireworks. (00:15:30)

ADMINISTRATIVE ITEMS

1. FAILED: Proposed Ballot Measure for Charter Amendment Relative to Fireworks (Resolution
Nos. 2012-51, 2012-52, 2012-53).

Deputy City Attorney Mike Vigliotta responded to comments/questions from Council:

• Mayor Hansen and Councilmember Carchio discussed delineating geographic areas
where fireworks are prohibited.

• Councilmember Bohr opposed the Charter amendment, speaking in favor of using safe
and sane fireworks on July 4 but sharing concerns about illegal firework use before and
after the holiday. He expressed support for continuing with the two-year trial period to
consider all applicable information/experiences in order to successfully measure failure
or success.

• Councilmember Harper discussed term limits and his concerns about future Council not
allowing the continuance of fireworks activity.

• Councilmember Boardman clarified Councilmember Bohr's suggested compromise to
continue with the two-year trial period.

• Mayor Pro Tern Dwyer supported the proposed initiative, but had some concerns about
legislating from the ballot. He also expressed doubt about certain claims included in the
written summary of events published by the Police Department.

• Councilmember Shaw questioned Mayor Pro Tern Dwyer's mistrust of the Police Report
on July 4 activities, and voiced support to continue the two-year trial period.

• Councilmember Harper shared his uncertainty about stated presumptions that
the holiday was quiet because it landed on a Wednesday.

• Councilmember Bohr provided statistics on the number of times the holiday was
celebrated over a 3-day weekend.

• Councilmember Harper discussed the challenges in California law related to student
fees and the inability to impose those fees on parents.

• Councilmember Carchio reiterated his support for a two-year pilot program for safe and
sane fireworks, but shared concerns that a new Council may oppose the pilot program
and lobby against fireworks.

• Councilmember Boardman agreed to support the two-year trial program.
• Mayor Hansen opined it was overwhelmingly clear that the highest percentage of

citizens support safe and sane fireworks, and shared his mistrust that a new Council
would not try to prohibit the use of fireworks.

• Mayor Pro Dwyer questioned the proposed ballot measure language.






