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. I r - ;  , 
I '_'. ). . L. .-. . , , puu:esL rrlajor clty m tne country, I 

. I  ' - .- . " .Beach residents were surprised , to 1 HUNTI~GTON BEACH - This . ,learnr.of the No. 1 . rankingIA2 ,, =... . . 8 with an average household income ; 
, . >  / - -  : 

-- 
1 level of $13,000. , . I city could never be accusedof hav- ' 

l .ing an inflated self-image. :. , , . , Public.:Library who sporrea the , . "It's rare to fir :e city 

1 3-.clVl~en it was learned that a ' re -  . survey, summed up local reaction. ' tnat's redly that e ," said 
I 'cent sway rams nuntlngton  each - -.!'I almost fell out of my chair [, 1 Marlin, who gatherea me aata with 
/ .KO. 1 in individual and household wne it," he said: I co-author James S. Avery on be- 1 

half of the ~ouncl l  for Municipal j income among the 100 largest cit-. ,. Bl or nor, accoralng to 
' , ies in rne united States, the re- one k economist, it's true. . i Performance, a Manhattan-based 

( 'sponse was candid. '. . , :-; ', . . . Newport deach, . Beverly Hills 
: :~.."We11, I'll be doggoned,", said and Scarsdale, N.Y., may attract 

. ' research group. "Once cities start I getting larger, you : more r 

;,City Clerk Alicia Wentworth. . all the attention. But it was Hun- variability." . 

- "Rea!ly? I always.thought this . tingcon  each - short on yachts, I place was kind of rundown," said movie stars and inves nk- 

I But desplte nuntington' Beach's 
size, the city has the demographics 

city planner Hal hlmmons. : '19-year-old surfer Jeff Palance. ers Dut long on solid, ne, 
a of a bedroom suburb, according to 

1;-:Steve Fjeldsted, a reference li- middle-class families 
. A . o A A  . . aD- I brarim at the Huntington Beach: N+id first place 'in a survey of ,i. . . , 

di- large cities in the most 
REFERENCE tion of. "Book of Amt ity 

Rankings." . , 
QPl\JPr-",ET . Thc a v c ~ a g c  p - ~ d ~ i t a  inincome- 

in Huntington Beach is $12,225 and. H.B.--History 

1 Most striking is the city's lack bf 
, etnnlc mlx. Few minority resi- 

i i d found among the coun- ' tl er communities, but the 
' two largest cltles, ~ n a h e i m  (popu- 
, lation 244,000) and Sanra m a  (pop- 
. ulation 222,000) have many minor- 

I average household. Income is [ r ities. Those.mo c~ties  have a 17 
N e w s  clippings j $34,206, according to the Facts on I pel L c ~ ~ ~  dlid 44 percent Latino pop- 

r u 

t 
, .File publicatioc. I spectively. 1 

4 ,  , pp^i *"().-., .,li;qYrn~~;:(;i~rnT'"'~ 8 

j r -  ' 'ELI ,piled by economist j ngton Beach, 85 percent, / John the lists that place I o! :s are white, 7.8 percent 
--Y- Huntlngron aeacn a t  the top for 1 / are Lanno, 3.8 percent are Asian or 
+-iu\\t. \ 1- , Native American and 0.6 percent, 

' \w& j per-capita and household income 
I must be put in perspective. I or ~,ZVO, are black, Simmons said. ' , According to Marlin's data and / Only one other clry among the 
1 other surveys, well-known haunts ' countryls 100 largest has a smaller 
/ of the wealthy sucn a )IT j black population th, ' Hun- 
! Beach still may outdo t :h- tington Beach, accl Mar- 
, bors in per-capita in ut lin. Warren, Mich., ; le De- 
I those smaller cities don t m a ~ e  the troit, has a .18 percent  lac^ popu- 
I publication, which deals only in 100 , lation, he said. 

-largest U.S. cities. What keeps. Huntington Beach 
1 '. Hunrmgron Beach (population iafloat, according to Marlin, is the 
i, 180,000) is the 85th-largest city in 1 predominance of "mostly settled , . . , - , ; , < 

, - the country and 11th in the state, . PC 1 good-sized 
I . *  1 . ' .3 

8 

according to local officials. I hc 
1 h e  metropolises, such as 1 

i 
' But "Cosmopolitan Girls:! .can 

, ~ e w  York, Chicago and Los Ange- 1 fake heart. There's more to tne city 
les, Huntington Beach lacks the ' than families. The singles popula- / minority populations and poor ar- tic :ntuul (40,000). Forty- 
.eas that reduce overall income lev- ! thl cc ~ C I  ~ e n t  - well below the na- 

/ els. But it is large enough to qualify i tional average - is female. 
! for big-city status over such virtual ' "It's a great placc ;les," 
I .hamlets as Newport Beach (popu- : Marlin said. 

.lation b / , w l ,  Beverly Hills (popu- 
I .  

lation 32,000) and San Marino (pop- 1 Several other almanacs nst'cit- 

, -ulation 14,000) 
ies on the basis of income, but Mar- 

, And it doesn' 1in.s stuay 1s tne only one in which 
g- 

vey of the 199 largest cities ranks 
i Huntington Beach is No. 1. A scr- 1 - 

ton Beacn lies wlrnln urange Coun- 
ty, which has one of the highest ' Hunnngron Beach 
average household income levels 

1 in j 
household ir 

, ($35,000) in the natlon, otilc~als capita incorlIG. said. Or that it contains the low- , I I 

profill -income Huntington data a differ- 
ent 

per- / 
3. "Some sub- 1 

Harb~ul  drea, a separate census me ro or regional tract and the home of I L I ~ I I ~  cap- 
way, it'd be plagiarism." 

I ) areas. 11 everyone a ~ d  it the same 
. tains I Y. 
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