
 
 

CITY OF HUNTINGTON BEACH 
          

ENVIRONMENTAL BOARD 

 
Meeting Minutes: May 1, 2008 
 
Present:          Guido, Justice, Marquez, Mootchnik, Rice, Schaaf, Smith 
Absent:           Marshall, Soutner   
City Staff: Rosemary Medel 
Commission:  None 
Liaisons: None 
Public:  Ray Hiemstra  
Guests: None 
 
I. Call to Order/Roll Call 
 

The meeting started at 6:35 PM.   
 
II. Approval of Minutes 
 

The Board approved the minutes for the April 3, 2008 meeting.     
 
III. Public Comments  

 
1.  Ray Hiemstra of Orange County Coastkeepers invited the Board Members to their 

Snapshot Day on May 3, 2008 at 9 AM.  The meeting point will be the Bolsa Chica 
Conservancy (3842 Warner Ave., Huntington Beach). 

 
2.   Ray Hiemstra also informed the Board that the State of California is developing its policy 

on “once-through” cooling of electrical power generation plants.  The State is holding a 
public scoping meeting May 8, 2008 at the Cabrillo Marine Aquarium in San Pedro.  
Coastkeeper’s position on “once-through” cooling is that kills marine life and the process 
should be replaced. 

 
IV. Action Items: 

 
1. There will be an Orange County Water Summit on May 2, 2008.  Bob Smith will be 

attending. 
 
2. Paper work has been filed on the infringement on wetlands by a mobile home park 

development.  There is a possibility of a large fine because of the park’s attempt to pave 
over wetlands for a parking lot without permission. 

 
3. Environmental Assessment No. 08-002 Housing Element Update: The Housing Element 

is one of the seven State mandated elements of the City’s General Plan and must be 
updated pursuant to California Code Section 65588 for the 2008-2014 planning period.  
The Housing Element identifies and assesses projected housing needs and provides an 
inventory of constraints and resources relevant to meeting these needs.  The Housing 
Element is a very complicated document with references to other elements in the 
General Plan.  Because of this, the reviewers found a lack of cohesion in the document.  
There are 17 concerns that came from the Board reviewers.  Bob Smith, Dave 
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Mootchnik, and Mike Marshall will meet and assemble a summary letter outlining the 
concerns.  The Board approved that Craig Justice can then submit the summary letter. 

 
4. Environmental Assessment No. 07-006 My Montessori School:  My Montessori School 

wants to establish a day care/preschool facility that will occupy the rear portion of an 
existing 45,400 sq. ft. building, which is shared by Pep Boys.  The day care/preschool 
will occupy approximately 22,385 sq. ft. of leasable building space in conjunction with an 
approximately 27,500 sq. ft. parking lot that will be converted into an enclosed 
playground area.  The Board approved Craig Justice to compose and submit a letter that 
includes the following comments: 
a. The Board agrees with the Police Department’s recommendation to move the play 

area from the southeast side to the north side.  The southeast side of the property is 
in close proximity to homes. 

b. Per the Police and Fire Departments’ recommendations, traffic flow should be one 
way through the school as parents drop or pick up their children. 

c. It is an area of concern to the Board that a preschool may be put right next to an auto 
repair center.  This is a very unusual place to locate a school and they are definitely 
not compatible operations. 

 
5. HB City Closed School Sites – The HB City School District Board is negotiating a 

possible sale of the LeBard School to the City.  The Planning Commission had a Study 
Session on the sale in April.  The Planning Commission has been tasked with reviewing 
if a City purchase is consistent with the General Plan.  The review by City staff indicated 
that there were no concerns with the consistency.  There were not any particular issues 
brought up by the Commission that were contrary to the staff report. 

 
6. Coastkeepers has initiated a residential water infiltration program.  They plan to provide 

homeowners with BMPs for maximizing infiltration thereby reducing water run-off and 
helping recharge aquifers.  Craig Justice is working with Hayden Beckman of the City’s 
Planning Dept. to identify possible applicants for the grants.  Craig Justice will be 
working with Ray Hiemstra of Coastkeepers and Hayden Beckman to facilitate finding 
appropriate homeowners for the program.  It was also suggested that Coastkeepers 
work with the Chamber of Commerce. 

 
7. The Green Building Committee did not have a meeting in April.  A sub-committee made 

up of the Green Building Committee’s Planning Commission and Environmental Board 
representatives did meet to start putting together a Green Building Check List. 

 
8. As part of next year’s HB Centennial celebration, April has been designated as 

Environmental Month.  There will be an Open House with environmental and energy 
conservation exhibits at Rainbow Disposal on April 17, 2009. 

 
9. Energy Fair – The committee meets the second Monday of each month at 8:30 AM at 

the Chamber of Commerce.  They are looking for various types of Green vendors and 
Green items.  The committee is currently trying to determine the criteria for evaluating 
the legitimacy of the vendors who will want to participate in the Fair.  The fair’s web site 
is www.huntingtonbeachgoesgreen.org. 
 

10. Environmental sub-committee reports: 
a. Energy/Green – (Mootchnik, Guido, Smith, Marshall). An organization called LPA did 

a LEED analysis for the HB Senior Center.  The estimated cost for LEED 
Certification was $330,000. LPA has provided an item by item analysis of the costs.  
The sub-committee reviewed the various items to determine which LEED items will 
provide a cost benefit and should be included in the Senior Center development.  
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They came up with an alternative proposal for $141,100 that is basically the same as 
the $330,000 LEED Certification without the consultants needed for the certification 
process.  David Guido will assemble a cover letter and forward to Craig Justice.  
Chairman Justice will submit the letter and details of the alternative to the Building 
Official, Planning Director, and Director of Public Works.  The alternative should be 
of interest at the June 16 City Council Study Session about potentially including 
LEED items in the Senior Center development 

b. Liquid/Solid Waste – (Justice, Schaaf, Soutner, Marquez). The new combined sub-
committee met in April and determined focus areas.  The focus areas are: 
i. Polystyrene use (how to reduce use) 
ii. Water conservation (including investigating rate structure) 
iii. Recycling water (how can HB start using recycled water) 
iv. Urban run-off (improving code enforcement) 

c. Business and Public Education – (Smith, Soutner, Rice, Marquez).  The EB web 
page is on the HB web site.   Agendas and minutes are now available on the site.  
The sub-committee is looking into adding more educational information to the web 
page.  Board members were also asked to help develop an environmental email list 
so that we can disseminate educational information and upcoming events to those 
interested. 

d. Environmental Awards – (Smith. Justice, Guido).   Sub-committee will meet in May.  
Executive committee will try to meet with City Council liaisons to discuss award 
sponsorship. 

 
V. Information Items: 
 

1. Field Trips 
a. LEED Building – Sue Marquez is researching a tour of the Toyota building in 

Torrance or the Natural Resources Defense Council building in Santa Monica. 
b. Grey Water – The tour of Pepperdine’s grey water facilities in Malibu is being 

investigated by Mike Marshall. 
 

3.   Potential Speakers at upcoming meeting 
 a.   Orange County Water District 
 b.   Metropolitan Water District 
 c.   Duncan Lee of Public Works  to discuss the Water Gem program.  Rosemary Medel                         

will check into his availability. 
 
5.   Planning Commission Agenda Overview  

a. May 13 - Public Hearing on the potential purchase of the LeBard School site. 
 

6.   City Council Upcoming Study Sessions  
a. June 16 - Potentially including LEED items in the Senior Center development.   
 

VI. Administrative Items: 
 

1. The next meeting will be on June 5, 2008 at 6:30 PM, City Hall Council Chambers.  
 
2. Tour and open house at Rainbow Disposal will be June 4 from 4-6 PM. 

 
3. Open house for the Orange Coast River Park project will be May 16. 

 
VII. Adjournment 

 
The meeting adjourned at 9.12 PM. 
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