	[image: image1.png]


[image: image1.png]
	






ACTION MINUTES
Tues., Nov 3, 2009, 6:00 PM

City Hall, Room B-8

I. Roll Call:
Bame, Bauer, Bixby, Brenden, Dettloff, Harlow, Hartnett, Johnson, Kutscher, Shaw, Silver, Sneddon, Stuart, Sullivan, Whiteside
(Commissioners  Shaw and Kutscher arrived just after the calling of the roll.  All present except Bauer and Silver)
II. Public Comments:
An opportunity for the public to comment on any item of interest, either in general or specific to this agenda, that is within the subject matter or jurisdiction of the Commission. Comments will be limited to no more than 3 minutes.  Speakers are encouraged to submit their comments in writing.  Each Commission Member will receive a copy of all the submitted comments.
Public Comments were received as follows:
1. Richard Hart requested that the Commission make sure that if the question of directly electing the Mayor went to the voters that it be done as a choice to directly elect or appoint the Mayor.
2. Joan Flynn spoke in support of two of the recommendations offered by Commissioner Bixby

III. Approval of Minutes from the October 20 Commission meeting.

Motion by Commissioner Dettloff, seconded by Commissioner Sullivan to approve the minutes from the October 20 meeting as submitted.  Approved 13-0-2
IV. Comments on Charters and Campaign Finance– Raphe Sonenshein
Facilitator Raphe Sonenshein provided background on Charters and Campaign Finance – NO ACTIONTAKEN
V. Discussion and possible action on Article 7 of the City Charter relating to Campaign Finance.
Commissioner Bixby asked the Commission to consider amending the Charter to lower the number of signatures required to place an initiative on the ballot.

Following discussion, Commissioner Bixby made a motion to amend Section 703 of the Charter to change the threshold for initiatives, referendums, and recalls by using the number of ballots cast in the last presidential election rather than the number of registered voters. The motion was seconded by Commissioner Shaw.
Following further discussion Commissioner Bixby amended his motion with approval of the second to:  Amend the Charter to lower the signature threshold for initiatives by Charter.  The motion failed 5-8-2 (Shaw, Sullivan, Brenden, Dettloff & Bixby - AYES)
A new motion was made by Commissioner Bixby, seconded by Commissioner Sneddon to lower the threshold of signatures required for an initiative by amending the Charter to allow a lower threshold to be set by Ordinance.

The motion was amended by the author with approval of the second to approve the concept that the signature threshold for placing an initiative on the ballot should be lowered and to direct staff to return with optional language for accomplishing this.  The motion was approved 12-1-2 (Stuart NO)  

Commissioner Stuart made a motion, seconded by Commissioner Sneddon to have staff bring back recommended language to either lower or  raise the signature threshold for initiatives referendums, and recalls.  The motion was approved 13-2 
Commissioner Bixby made a motion to add to the City Charter limitations on campaign contributions.  The motion was seconded by Commissioner Shaw.  The motion failed 0-12-3 (Brenden abstained)
Commissioner Bixby made a motion to place a cap of $1,000 on the cumulative amount of anonymous contributions a candidate could accept.  Beyond the cap they would have to be returned.  The motion was seconded by Commissioner Shaw.  After much discussion, the motion failed 1-11-3 (Shaw abstained)

Commissioner Bixby made a motion to add a section to the City Charter requiring all elected officers of the city subject to the requirements of Political Reform Act Section 84308.  The motion was seconded by Commissioner Shaw.  The motion failed 3-10-2 (Bixby, Shaw, Sullivan AYE)

Following further discussion about campaign contributions and how the charter might address this issue, Commissioner Bixby made a motion to approve addressing campaign finance in the City Charter in concept.  The motion carried 11-2-2  (Kutscher, Bame NO)
VI. Discussion and possible action on City Charter sections 300, 302, 304, 305, 306, & 800 carried forward from a previous meeting.
Commissioner Sullivan made a motion to have staff bring back an amendment to City Charter Section 306 describing the process for rotation of the Mayor Pro Tem as it is currently carried out under a city resolution.  The motion was seconded by Commissioner Dettloff and approved 13-0-1 

VII. Commissioner Requests:  Questions, comments, or suggestions for discussion at a subsequent meeting of the Commission

Commissioner Kutscher requested that the Commission re-open discussion on the three elected department heads.  A motion was made by Commissioner Dettloff, seconded by Commissioner Kutscher to bring back for further discussion these three elected officer positions.  The motion was approved 9-4-2 (Stuart, Brenden, Shaw, & Hartnett  NO)  
There was also a request by Commissioner Sneddon that staff return with potential language for allowing a mail-in ballot.

VIII. Adjourn to the next regular meeting scheduled for Tuesday, Nov. 17 at 6 PM in Room B-8 of City Hall.

LATE COMMUNICATIONS:
1. Memo on Council Compensation – Raphael Sonenshein

2. Memo on Contribution Limitations – Raphael Sonenshein

3. Memo from Richard Hart – Directly Elected versus Appointed Mayor

4. Excerpt from the League of California Cities Municipal Law Handbook on the Political Reform Act - Contribution Limitations

5. HB Municipal Code, Chapter 2.07 – Campaign Reform

*  Material related to the Charter Sections to be discussed and submitted prior to the posting of the agenda will be included in the agenda packet.  Items received after posting of the agenda will be distributed at the Commission meeting as late communications.
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