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Committee Members  
Present: Antonio Benitez, Bridget Kaub, Krista Sterud 
Committee Members 
Absent: Albert Gasparian (excused); Janis Mantini (excused) 
Community Members 
Present: Ann Anderson, Urban Forest/HB Tree Society; Mary 

Behrens, HB Equestrian Center; Shari Engel, Secret 
Garden; Steve Engel, Secret Garden; Kay Goddard, Shipley 
Nature Center; Tom Livengood, Shipley Nature Center; 
Kathy May, Lakeview Café/Sports Complex Concessions; 
Juana Mueller, Secret Garden 

 
Committee Members 
Absent: Mike Bartusick, Park Bench Café (excused); Vic Leipzig, 

Sea & Sage Audubon Society (absent) 
Council Members 
Present: Mayor Barbara Delgleize 
Staff Present: Janeen Laudenback, David Dominguez; Charlene Gomez 
 Nashya Sadono; Denny Bacon 
 
 
CALL TO ORDER | ROLL CALL 
The meeting was called to order at 5:15 pm by Committee Chair Kaub. 
 
Pledge of Allegiance – Led by Commissioner Kaub 
 
PUBLIC COMMENTS  
Cheryl Johnson spoke regarding a petition to save sycamore trees along Lake View 
Drive.  She said that the trees along the lake shore are in poor condition and falling 
down, some due to the erosion of the bank.  She stated that currently the petition has 
240 signatures and is asking the City to take positive action to save the trees and 
rebuild the bank.  Through conversation with Community Services Director, Janeen 
Laudenback, Ms. Johnson is aware that the problem cannot be addressed through 
routine maintenance and that it is too late to add it to the 2017/18 CIP budget.  
Therefore, she asked Committee what can be done. 
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Laudenback responded to Ms. Johnson saying that she forwarded her concerns to the 
City’s arborist and he should have some information back shortly. 
 
Sheila Blyth spoke on the petition to save the trees noting the deterioration of the trees 
and erosion of the bank along the lake which is causing some of the detriment to the 
trees.  Ms. Blyth feels it is not only an aesthetics issue, but a potential liability to the City 
as well.  
 
 
PERMANENT PARKING LOT  City Traffic Engineer Bob Stachelski provided a report 
for the proposed permanent parking lot with focus on access, circulation and traffic 
safety.  He presented three alternatives for design.  Alternative1 - Paving and striping 
the temporary lot and keeping the existing ingress/egress point.  Alternative 2 Provide a 
connection from parking lot to the existing senior center driveway with no modifications 
to the driveway landscape median, and, Alternative 3 - Utilizes the same design 
elements as alternative 2 but, includes modifying the senior center driveway median to 
allow for a left turn exit from the south end of the parking lot.  Stachelski stated that 
each of the alternatives were feasible from a traffic function and safety perspective.  
Stachelski also mentioned that all three alternatives could be completed based upon the 
construction cost estimates and the available project funds.  Dominguez explained that 
the approval process will require the HCPC making a recommendation to the 
Community Services Commission, who in turn will forward the recommendation to City 
Council for approval. He added that the entitlement process would begin after Council 
approval is received.  
 
Mayor Delgleize asked about adding a pocket lane off of Goldenwest to help with 
ingress/egress.  Dominguez responded that the lane would be considered a road and 
require a Measure C vote.  Mayor Delgleize addressed the size of the driveway, saying 
it feels a bit narrow.  Discussion ensued on the reasoning behind the design.  
Dominguez stated that the driveway meets all current traffic and design standards and 
codes.   
 
Kaub asked for clarification as to whether Committee is approving one of the three 
alternative plans or the conceptual plan.  Dominguez said that Committee approved the 
permanent lot and location at the previous meeting and that this meeting is to review 
and select an alternative for recommendation to Commission.  Dominguez clarified that 
although Committee is making a recommendation, they should keep in mind that the 
alternatives can be “tweaked” down the process line by those with experience in safety, 
traffic and design, along with other approving authorities in order to produce the best 
plan possible for the permanent parking lot.   
 
Committee Chair Kaub called for a straw vote on each of the alternatives.  Discussion 
continued on the alternatives and comments by the stakeholders with the following 
results: 

Alternative #1:  8 votes 
Alternative #2:  0 votes 
Alternative #3:  7 votes 
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Due to the small margin between Alternative 1 and 3, it was decided to present both 
alternatives to the Community Services Commission, requesting their approval for one 
of the two alternatives. 
 
MOTION:  Committee Chair Kaub moved to recommend Alternatives #1 and #3 to the 
Community Services Commission for approval with Behrens seconding the motion.  The 
motion carried by the following vote: 
 
Ayes: Anderson, Bartusick, Behrens, Benitez Shari Engel, Steve Engel, 

Goddard, Kaub, Leipzig, Livengood, May, Mueller, Nagy, Sterud 
Noes:  None 
Abstain: None 
Absent: Gasparian, Mantini 
 
Dominguez stated that this item will go to Commission at the July meeting as a public 
input meeting where the public will be notified in advance and will have an opportunity 
to provide comments. 
 
 
CENTRAL PARK PROJECT UPDATE 
Laudenback provided a recap of the recommendations made at the May 10 meeting on 
the Capital Improvement Projects considered for funding with the $500,000 set aside by 
City Council.  Laudenback stated that unfortunately, other projects requested in the next 
fiscal year and future CIP budgets were not approved.  She therefore, asked the 
Committee if they wanted to reconsider their recommendations due to the less than 
anticipated funds available for future projects.   
 
Laudenback turned the floor over to Operations Manager Denny Bacon from Public 
Works for an overview of potential modifications.  Bacon said when starting out with the 
current 5-year plan, there were a lot of mediation projects including plant removal and 
irrigation on both sides of the park.  His group allotted over $300,000 for a 3-year plan, 
however, they were only allowed $127,000.  He discussed the amount of pumps 
needed on both sides of the park and said this money would only allow for three pumps 
of the at least 6 pumps needed.  Bacon when on to explain the anticipated budget, what 
was actually allocated, and the reduction and alternatives to the 5 year plan.  The staff 
recommendation is to limit the pathway concrete work and allocate the money to 
irrigation.  Dominguez suggested that grants may be an option for the pathways. 
 
MOTION:  Moved by Steve Engel with second by Anderson to allocate $150,000 to 
pathways in Central Park East, $250,000 for the parking lot in Central Park East, and 
add an additional $100,000 for irrigation pumps for a total of $227,000 for irrigation 
needs for Central Park.  The motion carried by the following vote: 
 
Ayes: Anderson, Bartusick, Behrens, Benitez Shari Engel, Steve Engel, 

Goddard, Kaub, Leipzig, Livengood, May, Mueller, Nagy, Sterud 
Noes:  None 
Abstain: None 
Absent: Gasparian, Mantini 
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Due to time constraints, agenda items 5 through 9 were tabled until the next Huntington 
Central Park Committee meeting, July 12, 2017. 
 
 
COMMITTEE AND STAFF COMMENTS: 
Nagy asked if the meetings can start earlier.  There was a brief discussion regarding a 
4:30 pm start time.  Gomez to survey to Committee members for their preference and 
availability. 
 
With no further business, the meeting adjourned at 6:01 pm. 
 
 
Submitted by: 
 
David C. Dominguez 
Secretary, Community Services Commission 
 
By:  Charlene Gomez, Recording Secretary 
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