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Committee Members  
Present: Albert Gasparian. Bridget Kaub, Janis Mantini, Krista Sterud 

Committee Members 
Absent: Antonio Benitez (excused) 

Community Members 
Present: Ann Anderson, Urban Forest/HB Tree Society; Mary 

Behrens, HB Equestrian Center; Kathy May, Lakeview 
Café/Sports Complex Concessions; Shari Engel, Secret 
Garden; Steve Engel, Secret Garden; Tom Livengood, 
Shipley Nature Center; Juana Mueller, Secret Garden 

 
Community Members 
Absent: Mike Bartusick, Park Bench Café (excused), Kay Goddard, 

Shipley Nature Center (absent), Vic Leipzig, Sea & Sage 
Audubon Society (excused),  

Council Members 
Present: None 

Staff Present: Janeen Laudenback, David Dominguez, Nashya Sadono; 
Denny Bacon 

 

 
CALL TO ORDER | ROLL CALL 
The meeting was called to order at 4:36 pm by Committee Chair Kaub. 
 
Pledge of Allegiance – Led by Commissioner Kaub 
 
PUBLIC COMMENTS - None 
 
 
CENTRAL PARK PROJECT UPDATE & REVIEW OF CENTRAL PARK MASTER 
PLAN 
Laudenback reviewed with Committee the items being presented to Commission for 
approval saying that Committee is recommending adjustments to the $500,000 
allocated for improvements to Central Park through strategic planning and will include 
$250,000 for the parking lot in front of the Park Bench Café; $150,000 for repairs of 
pathways on the eastside of the park; and, $100,000 for irrigation installation/repair.  
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The $100,000 for irrigation is in addition to the $127,000 earmarked in the 2017/18 
Capital Improvement Project budget (CIP).  Laudenback reported that the tot lot has 
been upgraded, and a $70,000 trails grant has been received.  Dominguez added that 
in addition to the trails grant, extra funding has been requested in the 2017/18 fiscal 
budget for additional trails improvements from the Urban Forest to Dog Park. 
Laudenback said that park development money has been requested in the next budget 
to include improvements to two of the six Central Park restrooms – located at the 
camping area and picnic shelter - as recommended by Committee.  The 2017/18 fiscal 
budget is pending approval by City Council.  Laudenback anticipates the budget to be 
adopted by City Council in August with the new fiscal year beginning in October.  
Discussion ensued on the trail grant received, the process, the timeline and the areas to 
be included for improvements.  Dominguez anticipates the improvements and/or 
enhancements to begin in October.   
 
Shari Engel questioned the amenities and signage within the park.  Dominguez said 
now that the Senior Center has been built and the permanent parking lot concept 
approved, staff can look at having the park master plan updated to show the 
enhancements of the trails and parking lots, making the plan more user-friendly and 
identifiable.  Discussion continued on the master plan and signage, including way-
finding.  Dominguez suggested that if stakeholders have recommendations and ideas 
that they provide him with the suggestions so that he can convey them to the design 
consultant when the time comes.  Laudenback said that items to be agendized will 
include Shipley to Shore [trail] detail and directional signage within the Central Park for 
future Committee meetings.  Laudenback and Dominguez provided information on how 
stakeholders can submit information that they feel is important to the improvements of 
Central Park by sending it directly to Dominguez or they can ask to have an item 
agendized for a future meeting. 
 
ADOPT-A-PARK PILOT PROGRAM 
Laudenback reported that an Adopt-A-Park Program packet was included with the 
agenda.  She asked that the Committee take the packet home for review and submit 
edits and suggestions via email.  Mueller asked who would manage the program.  
Laudenback said it would be situational, much like Bartlett Park and the concept would 
be that Irby, Bartlett and Central Parks respectively will have sections that are adopted 
by various stakeholder groups, although managed by staff.  Laudenback provided 
examples of “shovel-ready” projects that may be assigned to various organizations 
looking for volunteer opportunities, such as Boy Scouts or church organization, who will 
work in partnership with the stakeholder groups.  Discussion ensued on how to 
acknowledge the groups performing the work, funding and fundraising options, and the 
importance of volunteers in helping to improve our parks, along with examples of 
projects and how organizations will work with the stakeholders.  Shari Engel asked if 
periodic walk-through of the park can be arranged with City staffers, Dave DeLaTorre 
and David Dominguez, along with other stakeholders, in order to list the “shovel-ready” 
projects and keep everyone informed.  Laudenback suggested that the stakeholders 
develop a list prior to the walk through for staff and volunteer efficiency that can be 
selected from as volunteers are available to help.  Laudenback asked that comments 
and suggested be submitted by July 28th.  Gomez will compile the comments and 
suggestions and a revised document will be brought back to Committee for review and 
further brainstorming at the next meeting. 
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BENCH DONATION PROGRAM 
Dominguez provided background on the program saying that it began as a way to 
address failing benches within the parks.  The bench program became very popular 
when benches were allowed on the pier, and therefore, there is a waiting list for those 
who desire pier benches.  Other popular locations are Bluff Top Park and Central Park.  
Resolution 2014-90, which includes the bench program policy and restrictive language, 
is currently being updated and will go before City Council for approval as Resolution 
2017-25 in the near future.  Laudenback stated that the park bench program is an 
important program that allows for the replacement of benches as they deteriorate.  
Discussion included the need for a uniform bench policy, whether or not to restrict some 
specific areas from bench placement in the parks, comparisons to other bench 
programs, and the aesthetics of the concrete benches versus benches created from 
other materials and designed to aesthetically match particular areas of the park such as 
the Secret Garden or the Shipley Nature Center.  Laudenback said that discussions with 
Public Works are needed in order to make certain that the ideas discussed are feasible.  
Laudenback suggested agendizing “benches” as a topic of on-going discussion.  
Discussion continued on the type of benches, the placement, the volume of benches 
within a park, the need for a “master bench plan”, and who determines when and where 
benches are placed.  Laudenback stated that Public Works staff is charged with making 
the decisions of bench placement based on their expertise.  Denny Bacon of Public 
Works said that staff works with the bench donor on placement with a goal to balance 
the number of benches and aesthetics throughout the park.  Discussion also included 
suggestion for memorializing individuals in different methods other than a plaque on a 
bench.  Laudenback said that staff needs to identify where benches are located on the 
current master plan, make recommendations for future benches, and bring the 
information back to Committee at a future date. Committee Chair Kaub suggested that 
once this process is complete for Central Park, then it may be considered for other 
parks within the City.  Shari Engel asked if she can provide alternatives to the concrete 
benches for consideration.  Staff and Committee discussed the alternatives and asked 
that any suggestions be submitted to staff. 
 
 
REPORTING PROCESS FOR NEEDED PARK MAINTENACE AT HUNTINGTON 
CENTRAL PARK 
Laudenback reviewed the process for reporting issues or needs within the parks.  The 
standard procedure is for individuals to contact the Public Works Dept. at their main 
phone number (714-960-8861).  Public Works will determine if it’s a maintenance or 
park development issues and assign it accordingly.   
  
 
DISTRIBUTED TO COMMITTEE – TREE CARE DURING NESTING SEASON 
INFORMATION 
Dominguez provided a document on tree trimming during nesting season as general 
information and stated that the tree trimming supervisor for the Public Works 
Department is well versed in the care of trees, is familiar with nesting and when trees 
should be trimmed.  Denny Bacon said that the Public Works crew works with 
knowledgeable vendors and local stakeholders to stay abreast of information pertaining 
to tree trimming and nesting.  The information provided was developed in partnership 
with West Coast Arborist and the Sea & Sage Audubon Society.  Shari Engel and 
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Denny Bacon discussed a particular group of trees requiring maintenance for safety 
purposes.  Bacon reported that according to the Arborist, the nests are still active and 
as soon as the birds leave the nest, the trees can be trimmed. 
   
 
FUTURE ITEMS TO BE AGENDIZED 
1. Shipley to Shore Trail Detail 
2. Directional Signage Package 
3. Projects in Central Park 
4. The Adopt-A-Park Pilot Program 
5. Bench Donation Program 
 
 
COMMITTEE AND STAFF COMMENTS: 
Nagy commented on a water challenge held in Newport Beach as a fundraiser.  
Laudenback said that unfortunately, Central Park lake is not meant for swimming, 
however, she encourages fundraising ideas to assist with projects that are not within the 
budget. 
 
 
With no further business, Committee Chair Kaub adjourned the meeting at 5:55 pm. 
 
 
Submitted by: 
 
David C. Dominguez 
Secretary, Community Services Commission 
 
By:  Charlene Gomez, Recording Secretary 


