
 
 

CITY OF HUNTINGTON BEACH 
          

ENVIRONMENTAL BOARD 

 
Meeting Minutes: May 7, 2009 
 
Present:          Glover, Gordon, Guido, Marquez, Marshall, Mootchnik , Rice, Schaaf, Smith 
Absent:           None 
City Staff: Rosemary Medel, Aaron Klemm 
Commission:  Barbara Delgleize 
Liaisons: None 
Public:  None 
Guests: None 
 
I. Call to Order/Roll Call 
 

The meeting started at 6:33 PM.   
 
II. Approval of Minutes 
 

The Board approved the minutes for the April 2, 2009 meeting.     
 
III. Public Comments  

 
None 
 

IV. Action Items: 
 
1. Environmental Assessment No. 08-001(Edison Park)(Smith, Rice, Gordon): The Edison 

Park master plan proposes to reconfigure existing open space areas, add recreational 
amenities, reconfigure and expand the existing parking facility, construct a new parking 
facility, install new landscape and hardscape improvements, and install four practice 
soccer fields and a multi-purpose field.  The master plan is proposed to be carried out in 
four phases of construction over eight years. 

 
The following are comments/concerns of the Board: 
 
a. The project includes the removal of a large number of trees.  It is recommended that 

alternatives to removing these trees be investigated. 
b. New plants and grass should require minimal water. 
c. The lighting and noise from the park is a nuisance to nearby residents.  Methods to 

mitigate the night lights and noise should be reviewed. 
d. Methane has been detected in the park.  Mitigation of this potential hazard should be 

included in the project. 
e. Project implementation should include plans to minimize waste and recycle the 

waste that is created. 
 

Sue Gordon will prepare a draft letter and Chairman Guido will then submit the final 
version to City Council. 
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2. Notice of Preparation (EIR for the Remediation and Reuse of the Former Gun Range 
within Huntington Central Park)(Guido, Smith, Gordon):  The project site is 
approximately 4.91 acres in size and is located within Huntington Central Park.  It is 
surrounded by Talbert Avenue to the north, Ellis Avenue to the south, Gothard Street to 
the east, and Goldenwest Street to the west.  The project proposes the remediation of 
hazardous materials contamination associated with the site’s historical use as a gun 
range facility.  Following remediation, the project site would be developed as an open 
space/park element, as part of Huntington Central Park.  On-site improvements may 
consist of facilities typical of open space/park uses, such as a children’s playground/park 
area, dog park, basketball courts, tennis courts, snack bar/restaurant, picnic area, and 
associated parking areas, restrooms, irrigation, lighting, and various utilities.  Potential 
future improvements could also include higher intensity uses such as a commercial 
recreational facility (e.g., skate park, BMX area, or paintball area), or incidental City park 
maintenance/operations facilities.  
 
The following are comments/concerns of the Board: 
 
a. This is a preliminary report.  The report recognizes many potential problems, but 

does not go into detail.  It is assumed the full EIR will go into detail. 
b. The project site was previously reviewed a number of years ago.  No remediation 

action was taken then.  It is hoped that this time the actual remediation work be 
performed this time. 
 

Chairman Guido will prepare a letter and submit to City Council. 
   

3. Bob Smith gave a presentation about Green Building that was assembled by the 
Building Industry Association.  The presentation discussed various ways that during 
construction a house can be made more energy efficient. 
 

4. AB 811 Update –  Aaron Klemm gave an update of AB 811 that is also known as Energy 
Financing Districts.  AB 811 would authorize all cities and counties in California to 
designate areas within which willing property owners could enter into contractual 
assessments to finance the installation of distributed renewable generation, as well as 
energy efficiency improvements, that are permanently fixed to the property owner's 
residential, commercial, industrial, or other real property. These financing arrangements 
would allow property owners to finance renewable generation and energy efficiency 
improvements through low-interest loans that would be repaid as an item on the property 
owner's property tax bill. The contractual assessments could not be used to finance the 
purchase or installation of appliances that are not permanently fixed to the real property.  
The bill is being challenged on constitutional grounds.  Orange County Public Works has 
taken the lead on implementation with cities having representation on committees that 
will determine how this will be implemented. 
 

5. Water Quality Update – None 
 
6. Review of Topics within the Board’s Purview 

 
a. The EIR for the redevelopment of the downtown library may be out in late May.  

Rosemary Medel was asked to request that the Project Planner for the downtown 
library project attend the June EB meeting if the EIR is released in May. 

 
7. Board Reassignments – Mayor Bohr asked the City Council Intergovernmental Relations 

Committee (IRC) to review the mission of city advisory bodies.  The IRC will be 
forwarding their recommendations to the Council.  These recommendations will be 
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discussed at the May 18 City Council study session.  Under consideration is assigning 
the responsibilities of the Green Ad Hoc Committee to the Environmental Board.  
Additionally the Energy Project Manager (Aaron Klemm) will be assigned staff 
responsibility for the Environmental Board.  It was agreed that no prior action to the May 
18 study session need be done. 

 
8.  Ad Hoc Committee reports: 

 
a. Energy/Green – (Mootchnik, Gordon, Smith, Marshall). 

i. The Energy/Green committee met twice this month. 
ii. They led the EB’s participation in Rainbow Disposal’s Earth Day fair. 
iii. The Chamber of Commerce will again organize the Green Expo scheduled 

for September 26, 2009 which will include participation of the EB.  
iv. The Energy/Green committee recommends that the Communication 

committee take over leadership of the EB’s participation in fairs. 
v. The Green Scorecard is now on the HB Chamber of Commerce’s website 
vi. Sue Fisher, for Green items in a new home, and Kirk Nason, for Green 

improvements added to an existing home, were recognized at the May 6, 
2009 City Council meeting for their successful completion of the Green 
Scorecard process. 

b. Sustainability Framework – (Guido, Schaaf, Smith)  No update 
c. Communications – (Smith, Glover, Rice, Marquez) The communications ad hoc 

committee met this month.  They discussed the role of the committee, how to garner 
further publicity with the City Council and general public, how to promote the Green 
Scorecard, assembly of materials for the EB booth at future functions, and promotion 
of the EB.  The next step would be to arrange a meeting with Aaron Klemm and 
Laurie Payne (Public Information Officer for HB) to discuss the best ways to 
accomplish these objectives. 

d. Environmental Awards – (Marquez. Marshall, Guido) The committee presented their 
recommendations for this year’s awards.  They propose three awards. One for 
individual achievement or service.  An award given for a particular project that 
benefitted the environment.  The third award would be given to a governmental 
employee or group that meets either the individual or project criteria.  Southern 
California Edison is sponsoring the awards and there will be a monetary gift given for 
the non-governmental individual and project award recipients. 

 
V. Information Items: 
 

1. Potential Speakers at upcoming meeting 
a. Janis Mantini – Planning Commission and Chair of the Chamber of Commerce 

Traffic Committee to speak on handling the growing traffic problem in HB. 
b. Bob Smith – ASCON Update  
 

2. AES Update - None 
 
3. Potential Field Trips 

a. ASCON 
 

4. Public School Sale – No Update. 
 
5. City Council/Planning Commission Agenda and Study Sessions – A review of the 

Beach/Edinger Specific Plan is on the agendas for the May 12, May 26, and June 9 
Planning Commission Study Sessions.   The Downtown Specific Plan – EIR is on the 
June 23 and July 14 Planning Commission Study Session agendas. 
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6. Poseidon Update – None 

 
VI. Administrative Items: 
 

1. Correspondence/News Articles/Announcements – Sue Marquez informed the EB about 
the proposed T-Mobile cell phone tower that was planned to be put close to Harbour 
View Elementary School.  Due to public concerns, the cell tower will not be placed in this 
location. 
 

2. The next meeting will be on June 4, 2009 at 6:30 PM, City Hall Council Chambers.  
 

VII. Adjournment 
 

The meeting adjourned at 8:33 PM. 
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