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REACHING OUT
Effecting change one person at a time
H

U

N

T

I

N

G

T

O

N

B

E

A

C

H

P

O

f i n d i n g

L

I

a

C

E

D

E

P

p l a c e

A

R

t o

T

M

E

N

T

l i v e

Assisting a homeless person with housing often means
preparing them for a long wait. Most people the Homeless
Task Force encounter do not want to stay in temporary
shelters for a number of reasons. Transitional living
facilities are often at capacity or our prospective candidate
does not meet their criteria. We assist homeless in getting
into Orange County’s Coordinated Entry system, but the
wait is long and often unfruitful because of the shortage of
housing units necessary to meet the population’s needs.
The HTF also considers other services, such as mental
health or drug rehabilitation that our proposed candidate
may need in order to be successful. The success of these
options is entirely incumbent upon the level of commitment
of the individual seeking housing.
People often ask us how they can help. Do you own an
apartment building? Housing nonprofits are constantly
looking for apartment owners who will accept third party
checks from them. The benefits to this arrangement include
personalized case management and assistance with any
rental issues that arise.
Nonprofits are typically very respectful of the rights of
property owners and their need to maintain a peaceful
premises. The case managers will do whatever they can to
ensure a successful tenancy. If this is something that may
interest you or you would like more information, please
contact the Office of Business Development at 714-5365249. They are happy to answer your questions.
Nearly nine months after his initial meeting with our HTF officers, this man has meaningful and
permanent housing. Many different organizations and individual are responsible for his placement
and he is very grateful to everyone. He now enjoys a safe and comfortable place to live.

CONTACT INFO: Catherine Lukehart (714) 536-5583 or Catherine.Lukehart@surfcity-HB.org

May 2017

what do the numbers tell us?
The Point in Time Count of Orange
County’s homeless took place on
January 28, 2017, and many of you
participated. The numbers overall are
in, but the individual city counts are
not. County-wide, homelessness
increased by 340 individuals from the
last PIT count in 2015. Orange
County has 2,584 unsheltered
homeless and 2,208 sheltered
Many volunteered for January’s PIT count
homeless. The individual city counts,
which should be published in the near
BUS PASSES ARE DESPERATELY NEEDED
future, were calculated using an
If anyone wishes to donate bus passes to
extrapolation formula, not an
the homeless task force, please leave
individualized head count. If you are them at the front desk to the attention of
looking for more information, visit
“HTF” or Lt. Ferrin.
Thank you so much.
ochmis.org/reports2/oc-reports/

Ashley Beckman is currently
using the HBPD ’ s Downtown
Substation as headquarters for
her outreach efforts on
Tuesday afternoons. It is
located at 5th and Walnut. If
you know a homeless person
interested in getting off the
streets, please feel free to let
them know they can stop by.

Ashley doing outreach in downtown HB

