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In July, Chief Handy signed a contract with Orange 

County United Way, allowing his case managers to 

participate in the WelcomeHomeOC (WHOC) 

program. “Orange County United Way’s 

WelcomeHomeOC Program is designed to make it 

easier for homeless people who obtain federally 

subsidized rent vouchers to get into apartment units,” 

says Becks Heyhoe, the Director of United to End 

Homelessness.  “They do this by creating 

relationships with landlords, offering incentives and educating them about common misconceptions and 

fears about voucher programs.  In addition, each agency that participates in the WelcomeHomeOC 

Program must commit to case management services for one year after an individual is housed, and each 

participant who moves in is provided with furnishings and basic household essentials.”  

 

Hayley Yantorn, HBPD Case Manager explains, “If one of our HB clients gets a housing voucher 

opportunity through the OC Housing Authority, we help them complete the application process.  When 

their voucher is assigned, we complete the WHOC intake process and begin work on a client’s 

geographical preferences.  United Way then undertakes housing navigation efforts to find a unit that will 

accept the voucher.  The case managers troubleshoot issues, arrange transportation, attend lease signings, 

buy furniture, and generally do what is required to keep that person successfully housed.  The first year 

is critical, so we provide case management services for an entire year following a client’s placement.”   

 

Becks Heyhoe tells us, “We are pleased to have the Huntington Beach Police Department’s 

homelessness case managers as partners in our WelcomeHomeOC program.  Joining forces with those 

who work hard to place homeless individuals into permanent housing is necessary to our program’s 

success.  We look forward to working with the HBPD’s case management team.”        

 

The Huntington Beach Police Department is the only police department to have a contract for the 

WHOC Program.  “I was happy to provide our case managers with more resources for their housing 

efforts,” says Chief Handy.  “I recognize that it is unique for a police department to engage in housing 

stability contracts, but we are trying to attack homelessness from every angle.  I am grateful that Orange 

County United Way gave us this opportunity.”     
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 GIVING METERS FULL  
HTF Case Manager, Kristy Conway (right), 

collects money from the Giving Meter 

located near the pier.  The money donated 

will be used to support the efforts of the 

HTF.  A hearty thanks to those who give!  

 

                    * * * * * * * * *  

If you’re so inclined, you can always 

donate to the HBPD’s Homeless Task 

Force via Coast to Coast Foundation: 
 http://www.coasttocoastfoundation.org/huntington-

beach-homeless-liaison-officer-program.html  

Between January and June of 2020, the Homeless 

Task Force was able to provide HOUSING OR 

SHELTER to 55 individuals.  Of those, 2 were 

reunited with family members.  In addition, we were 

able to connect 8 individuals to rental assistance for 

EVICTION PREVENTION.  The high placement 

numbers were due in large part to the County’s local 

temporary COVID-19 shelter operated by our 

friends from Illumination Foundation (left).  This 

team has done a spectacular job.  Everyone placed 

at this shelter is medically fragile or elderly.  The 

HBPD thanks them for their invaluable service.  

 

 

 

Lt. Dereszynski (right) participated in a 

recent Zoom meeting with members of 

Homelessness United HB.  He was joined by 

four others from the Homeless Task Force.   

The team addressed the scope and nature of 

the homeless problem in Huntington Beach 

and fielded questions from the group’s 

members. 
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