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City Council has agreed to 

fork over the funds for a design 
of the Central Library -ex
pansion, but-would not commit 
to fundin g the $7.4 mill ion pro-

- jcct. 
Counci l unan imously voted to 

appropriate $ 15 I ,000 to pay an 
architect to design a ll three 
phases of the expansion, which 
calls for a 400-scat aud itorium, 
meeting rooms and the realign
ment of Talbert Avenue. 

Monday's action follows coun
cil 's Aug. 10 decisi on to fi nence 
the project's fi rst phase, a $3 .8 
milli on, 32,070-square-foot chil
dren's wi ng. 

At that time, cou ncil members 
balked at fina nc ing a ll th ree 
phases beca use they felt it would 
conflict with fundrai sing efforts 
for rebu il d ing the municipal 
pier, which is estimated to cost 
a t least $ 10 million. 

Councilman Don MacAlli ster 
said talk ing about fun ding for 
the enti re proj ec t wou ld be in 
nappropriate unti l May, when 
the city begins work on its an
nual budget. 

" 1 'can't suppo rt building all 
th ree phases unless we kn ow 
budget-wise whether we can af
fort it. It would be more ap
propriate to di scuss that aspect 

at budge t time and not in the 
middle of the yea r," MacAllister 
said. 

The children'S wing will 
provide more room for chil
dren '5 program s and books, a 
new circu lation and atrium area, 
and 23 1 addi ti ona l parking 
spaces. 

Construc tion on that p0l1ion 
of th e proj ect is sla ted to begin I 
next summer and take a year to 
complete. II 

Original plans fo r th e li brary, 
which was designed in 1970 and : 
opened in 1975, called for the I 
full-scale expa nsion, according 
to Ron Hayden, library director. 

Since the li brary opened its 
doors, the c it y's populatio n has 
doubled and library c irclu la ti on 
has in creased by more than 100 
percent. 

C ity offi cia ls estimate tha t 
there is approx ima tely $3 .7 1 
million cu.rrently availab le for 
the expansIOn. 
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