City Manager’s Report
CITY OF HUNTINGTON BEACH

Week of July 25, 2016

VANS US OPEN OF SURFING
Exciting Action through Sunday, July 31!

POINTS OF INTEREST
Yorktown Construction
53rd Huck Finn Fishing

The Vans US Open of Surfing has evolved into one of the largest action sports
festivals in the world. The historic event showcases the best in surfing, while
inviting locals and fans to celebrate the diverse culture of action sports through
a vibrant experience that includes premier skateboarding and BMX competitions, artist workshops, retail spaces, and free day-long activities for the entire
family.
On the heels of Vans’ 50th anniversary, Vans will bring forth House of Vans,
which will transform the Vans US Open of Surfing into a festival of discovery
with creative workshops, classic games and interactive activities available for
all. With artists, musicians and athletes at the helm of each workshop, House
of at the US Open will provide an engaging atmosphere, encouraging fans and
spectators to discover a new form of art and inspiration.
The Vans US Open of Surfing will be webcast LIVE through July 31 on
VansUSOpenofSurfing.com and WorldSurfLeague.com and on the free WSL
app. For the live webcast, a full schedule of events and more, please visit:
www.vansusopenofsurfing.com. All Vans US Open of Surfing events are free
and open to the public.

Join Us This Week for Two
Annual Events!
Thursday, July 28 at 10 a.m. for the
Surfing Walk of Fame on Main Street by
Jacks
www.surfingwalkoffame.com
Friday, July 29 at 9:30 a.m. for the
Surfer’s Hall of Fame by HSS
www.surfingwalkoffame.com/induction_day_2016.html

Check Cashing Scam
Pacific City Update
Library News
City Given AAA Rating
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OFFICE
OF BUSINESS
DEVELOPMENT
PUBLIC WORKS
DEPARTMENT
Proper Disposal of Household Hazardous Waste
Leftover household products that contain corrosive, toxic, ignitable or reactive ingredients are considered to be
―household hazardous waste‖ or ―HHW.‖ Products, such as paints, cleaners, oils, batteries, and pesticides that
contain potentially hazardous ingredients require special care when you dispose of them. Electronic Wastesuch as computers, printers, televisions, cell phones, digital cameras, DVD players, microwave ovens, also require special handling and should not be disposed of in the trash. Sharps – Home-generated sharps are hypodermic needles, pen needles, intravenous needles, lancets, and other devices used in the home to penetrate
the skin for medical treatment. In California it is illegal to dispose of sharps waste in the trash or recycling containers.
Huntington Beach is fortunate to have an Orange County Household Hazardous Waste Collection Center
located at Rainbow Environmental Services, 17121 Nichols Street- Gate 6, Huntington Beach 92647.
Collection Center hours are Tuesday through Saturday, 9 a.m. to 3 p.m. Closed on major holidays and when
raining. Household hazardous waste is not accepted from: Businesses, schools, government agencies,
churches, or non-profit organizations. Visit the Material Exchange Program where you can choose up to five
items per week from a selection of partially used containers of household, yard and car-care products to take
home FREE!

Yorktown and Huntington Traffic Median Island Contract Award
In response a pattern of traffic accidents at the intersection of Yorktown Avenue and Huntington Street, on
Monday, August 1, the City Council will consider awarding a construction contract for the installation of a median. The pattern of accidents involves motorists attempting to cross Yorktown Avenue on Huntington Street or
turning left from Huntington Street. The median was designed to prohibit these movements while still allowing
left turns from Yorktown into either direction of Huntington. Nobest, Inc. submitted the lowest, responsible bid
for the project and is being recommended to receive the contract award. If approved, construction would be
expected to begin in September 2016.
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City Manager’s Report
COMMUNITY SERVICES DEPARTMENT

53rd Annual Huck Finn Fishing Derby Coming August 13!

On Saturday, August 13, the HB Community Services Department along with ―Let’s Go Fishing on
the HB Pier‖ will host the 53rd Annual Huck Finn Fishing Derby. This is a free fishing event for
children up to age 15 on the beautiful HB Pier .
Come dressed as Huck Finn or Becky Thatcher for a chance to win a great prize! Awards are also
given for the largest fish caught in each age division. Registration begins on the pier at 8 a.m., fishing will start at 9:15 a.m. and will conclude at noon. A limited amount of loaner rods and bait will be
available.
For more information, please contact Edison Community Center at 714-960-8870.
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COMMUNITY DEVELOPMENT DEPARTMENT
Planning Commission
On Tuesday, July 26, 2016, at 7 p.m. in the Council Chambers the Planning Commission will review the
following items:
CONDITIONAL USE PERMIT NO. 16-022 (MARRIOTT SPRINGHILL SUITES HOTEL ALCOHOL): To
permit the on-site service and consumption of alcoholic beverages (ABC Type 70 License) within an
approved hotel (hotel lobby lounge, meeting room, second floor terrace) located at 7872 Edinger Avenue, 92647 (southeast corner of Edinger Avenue and Parkside Lane). Please contact Tess Nguyen for
more information.
ZONING TEXT AMENDMENT NO. 16-001 (DEPARTMENT OF COMMUNITY DEVELOPMENT NAME
CHANGE): : To amend the Huntington Beach Zoning and Subdivision Ordinance by modifying 15
Chapters relating to change of department name from "Planning and Building" to Community Development." Please contact Nicolle Bourgeois for more information.
GENERAL PLAN CONFORMANCE NO. 16-001 (CAPITAL IMPROVEMENT PROGRAM FOR FISCAL
YEAR 2016/17): To evaluate Capital Improvement Program for Fiscal Year 2016/17 for compliance
with the General Plan. Please contact Nicolle Bourgeois for more information.
A copy of the agenda is available on the City’s website at http://www.huntingtonbeachca.gov/government/
departments/planning/agendas/ Please contact the Planning Division, at (714) 536-5271, with any questions.

Building Division Activity Summary Monthly Report - June 2016
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COMMUNITY DEVELOPMENT DEPARTMENT
Building Division
Activity Summary Monthly Report - June 2016

Activity at the Planning and Building counters remains steady over the summer months. Permit activity is at
an all time high and has increased 5% compared to the same time period last year while building plan check
submittals processed were up 9% for the same time period. Walk-in customers to the Building and Planning
counters have significantly increased from a five year average of 106/day to 138/day.
Construction activity for fiscal year 15/16 is continuing at a strong pace with $246,671,917 in Building permit
valuations year to date. This represents a 26% increase for the same time period last year, largely due to the
issuance of Monogram (510 apartments and parking structure complex, located at the southwest corner of
Edinger & Gothard Avenues). Monogram’s 36 permits have a total construction valuation of $64,962,805.
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POLICE DEPARTMENT

Check Cashing Scam
We have received a recent increase in reports that involve a check cashing scheme. Although victims in the past
have been all ages, the recent reports involve male suspects and college age female victims. The suspects may
drive high-end cars, wear expensive jewelry and clothes, and carry on as if they have significant money. The victims are often contacted in parking lots.
The suspect will contact the victim and ask them to deposit a check for them. They will give stories of why they
can’t deposit the checks themselves such as their account was just closed, their bank just closed, they are in the
process of changing banks or they are down on their luck. The suspect will offer the victims a small payment for
each check they deposit for them. Once they have gained the victim’s trust, they offer them a quick and easy way
to make money.
The suspect will provide the checks that the victim will deposit into the victim’s legitimate bank account. Usually
during the same transaction, a large portion of the check is immediately withdrawn as cash. The money that was
withdrawn from the account is given to the suspect and the suspect will give the victim a small cash payment. If
they find a willing participant, they will have the victim deposit as many checks as possible in order to obtain more
money.
A day or two later, the victim’s bank will receive a report that the checks were fraudulent. Since the money had already been withdrawn, the victim is liable for the funds.
 Do not deposit a check from someone you do not trust.
 Do not deposit a check from someone if the check belongs to a third party.
 Do not withdraw funds against a check until the check clears (regardless if your bank allows you to).
In the past, banks would wait for checks to clear before allowing cash to be withdrawn. Each financial institution
has their own set of policy and procedure. Please take every precaution to protect yourself and your family against
this type of check cashing scam.

INFORMATION SERVICES
Did you know that residents can report suspected violations or eyesores on private property to the
Code Enforcement Division from the City website online at:
http://www.huntingtonbeachca.gov/services/forms-applications/code-enforcement-complaint.cfm
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OFFICE OF BUSINESS DEVELOPMENT
THE LATEST FROM PACIFIC CITY –
GRAB A BITE, SEE A FLICK, CHECK OUT SOME TUNES!
New businesses continue to open at Pacific City with some of the latest now open in Lot 579, Pacific City’s
ever-growing collection of unique eateries and specialty retailers. Newest businesses include Burnt Crumbs,
Pop Bar, Pie Not, Bear Flag Fish Co, Hans’ Homemade Ice Cream, and Petals & Pop, and more to come.
Pacific City is also continuing their ongoing summer events through August 31. Come watch the outdoor
screening of family favorite, ―The Parent Trap‖ on Wednesday, July 27 with the movie starting at 7 p.m.
Visitors are encouraged to come as early as 6 p.m. to get a seat and grab a bite at one of the many dining
options (sorry, no outside food permitted at this event). The movie will be shown on Level 2, right outside the
beautiful Ocean Blue Art & Design. They will also host musician Trevor Green this Friday, July 29, from 6 p.m.
to 8 p.m. on the main deck outside of Simmzy’s and Lemonade.
Keep checking www.gopacificcity.com for details on upcoming events in August and more exciting store
openings!
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CITY MANAGER’S OFFICE
Refillables $ave Money!
Did you know it is cheaper to buy and refill a one-pound propane cylinder than it is to
use a disposable? You’ll save money and help the Environment at the same time! When
planning your next outing, BBQ, tailgater or Camping trip consider a refillable option.
You’ll not only help reduce the millions of pounds of metal packaging waste from single
use cylinders, you save money by only paying for the propane on subsequent refills- not
the metal container.
ReFuel Your Fun by purchasing, refilling and/or exchanging your one-pound REFILLABLE propane cylinders. The new valves on the refillable cylinders work exactly the same
except they can be refilled and reused hundreds of times for up to 12 years. This has
been an option on larger size BBQ tanks for years so why not do the same with your
smaller portable one-pound propane cylinders. The following location currently offers refillable propane cylinders for purchase, refill or exchange.
U-Haul At Beach Blvd
19261 South Beach Boulevard Huntington Beach, CA 92864
Please call ahead for current hours: 714-960-2414
7am-6pm Mon- Sat
Till 7 pm Friday
9-5pm Sunday

Act Now! Financial Rebates for Electric Vehicle (EV) Charging Stations may be
Available from your Electricity Utility Provider
The U.S. Environmental Protection Agency (EPA) is currently offering free technical assistance to help find
locations for electric vehicle charging stations and/or solar systems. This Electric Vehicle Charging and Solar Initiative secures EV charging stations or solar power with the goal of improving air quality and helping
our city achieve its sustainability goals.
The EPA is providing free technical assistance to help locate EV charging stations or solar systems. This
initiative includes assistance with solar on carports, rooftops or stand-alone systems at or near your workplace. This technical assistance, offered by Fosterra Clean Energy Consulting, is being covered by an EPA
Region 9 grant at no cost to participants. Funding is limited so act fast and contact us today if you’d like to
take advantage of these rebate funds.
Please contact Kayla Crotty, kayla.crotty@fosterra.com or (424) 253-8991, to schedule an initial 30-minute
call to learn about the program details including information on the rebates and incentives available.
More information on the EPA's EV Charging & Solar Initiative please visit: https://
www.epa.gov/cati/about-electric-vehicle-charging-solar-initiative

Page 10

City Manager’s Report
CITY MANAGER’S OFFICE
Critical Peak Pricing
You can save money by reducing or shifting your electricity use during peak times. In fact, you may already
be receiving emails from Southern California Edison (SCE) promoting Critical Peak Pricing. You may be
wondering what is Critical Peak Pricing?
With the advent of smart grids and smart meters, utilities are able to move away from flat or tiered rates and
more toward time-based rate programs. This is because smart meters are able to record electricity usage at a
much higher frequency.
Critical peak pricing (CPP) is a form of time-based rate programs for electricity. From the government Smart
Grid Website, ―when utilities observe or anticipate high wholesale market prices or power system emergency
conditions, they may call critical events during a specified time period (e.g., 3 p.m.—6 p.m. on a hot summer
weekday), the price for electricity during these time periods is substantially raised.‖
There are two different types of critical peak pricing. One is when specific events are known to cause an increase in load, thus making the prices for electricity increase for specified times. The second is more situational, where prices are increased in order to decrease the load on the grid, like in the example above on a
hot summer day. Overall CPP and other dynamic pricing for electricity rates allow for more efficient market
pricing of electricity by fluctuating with demand.
SCE’s CPP rate is designed to reward participating customers for voluntarily reducing electricity usage or for
shifting to off-peak hours. Critical peaks occur a few times during the summer due to weather or system conditions, such as increased demand on the power supply. Some benefits of CPP are as follows:
Summertime credits – CPP provides reduced monthly on-peak demand charges throughout the summer
season.
Bill protection – for the first 12 consecutive months on a CPP rate, you will not pay more than the amount
you would have paid on your base rate.
Helping the environment – in addition to saving money by avoiding high energy charges, reducing onpeak electricity demand also helps to reduce greenhouse gas emissions and defer the construction of
additional power plants.
To learn more about CPP and SCE’s rate structure please visit - https://www.sce.com/NR/
rdonlyres/0BA4FAF7-A5E2-4ACA-B488-0DDC3873D3FE/0/CPPFactSheet.pdf
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CITY MANAGER’S OFFICE
Electric Vehicle Charging Station Financing Program
Since 2015, the Electric Vehicle Charging Station (EVCS) program has sought to expand the number of electric vehicle charging stations installed by small businesses in California. This loan program was created to
benefit small business borrowers and lenders through incentives to finance EVCS equipment acquisition and
installation. Financing is available for almost any small business corporation, partnership, cooperative or other
entity with 1,000 or less employees. This is an opportunity to increase EVCS installations at commercial locations as well as multi-unit dwellings.
For more information about the EVCS program, including eligibility and how it works for small businesses
working with participating lenders for charging station financing, visit: http://treasurer.ca.gov/cpcfa/calcap/
evcs.

FINANCE DEPARTMENT
City of Huntington Beach Scores AAA Credit Rating
Fitch Ratings has rated the City of Huntington Beach overall general obligation rating as AAA. This
high ranking puts the City in an elite group of cities not only in California, but in the entire country, with AAA
ratings. In addition, the City’s Senior Center Lease Revenue Bonds received an AA+ rating.
―We are pleased to report the new rankings by Fitch,‖ said City Manager Fred Wilson. ―It really underscores the City’s ongoing commitment toward long-term financial sustainability and planning. This action signals Wall Street’s belief that we are doing all of the right things and have created a solid path towards fiscal
sustainability in Huntington Beach.‖
The Fitch report stated the City's General Fund is well positioned to benefit from ongoing economic
growth, while maintaining sufficient financial flexibility to cope with any emerging recessionary trends. In addition, the report stated the City's coastal location and focus on economic development should continue to
bolster its diverse economy, strong tax base, and above-average socioeconomic profile.
―Typically, rating agencies will issue two ratings, one for the City’s general credit as a whole, and another for the specific bond issue,‖ said Lori Ann Farrell, the city’s Director of Finance. ―The AAA rating is our
overall Citywide credit rating from Fitch, and the specific Senior Center bonds are rated slightly lower, which
is standard practice. I’m very pleased with this rating,‖ she said.
About Fitch Group
Fitch Group is a global leader in financial information services with operations in more than 30 countries. Fitch
Group is comprised of: Fitch Ratings, a global leader in credit ratings and research; Fitch Solutions, a leading
provider of credit market data, analytical tools and risk services; Fitch Learning, a provider of learning and development solutions for the global financial services industry; and Business Monitor International, a provider
of country risk and industry analysis specializing in emerging and frontier markets.

City Manager’s Report
LIBRARY SERVICES DEPARTMENT
Storytime Vacation
Please remember that our storytellers take a brief vacation August 29- Sept. 10.
We will resume Storytime on Tuesday, September 13.

Preview Night at the Main Street Library – Come See What’s New!
Main Street Preview Night will be held on Wednesday, August 17, from 5 to 7 pm at the
Main Street Library, 500 Main Street. For further information, call 714-375-5071.
This informal event is a great opportunity for community members to come experience all the current and
planned improvements at the historic Main Street Library, located in the City’s vibrant downtown district.
Library staff will be on hand to share floor plans and designs, answer questions, and give tours.
Renovation plans at the Main Street Library began a couple of years ago, but ran into some difficulties
when significant moisture damage was found in the walls, on the shelving,and in the books. With the help
of Healthy Buildings, the Library was able to conduct an intensive environmental assessment and abatement, making this well-loved library safe and welcoming for all. New paint and shelving have already begun to transform the space and mid-century modern furniture has been ordered to honor the historic nature of the building. The children’s and teen spaces are being modernized and a newly re-opened Friends
of the Library Book Store provides even more opportunities for library patrons and visitors to the downtown area.
The renovation of the Main Street Library has been made possible by the generous donations and efforts
of the Women’s Club of Huntington Beach, the Friends of the Library, and the Friends of the Children’s
Library.

Free Concert in the Park!
The whole family is invited to a free concert in the park to celebrate the end of our summer reading program ―Read for the
Win!‖ Join us on Saturday July 30 at the Central Park Bandstand
for a free concert with Jazzy Ash! This New Orleans styled jazz
band will have everybody’s toes tapping, hands clapping, and
fingers snapping! In addition to a great concert, children who
attend will receive a ticket for a variety of fun prizes that we will
raffle. Please mark July 30 at 10:30 a.m. on your calendar for
this fun, free event!
Click for samples of Jazzy Ash music:
https://www.youtube.com/user/LeapingLizardsMusic
No toddler or craft storytime will be held on July 30.

Week of July 25, 2016
LIBRARY SERVICES
Huntington Beach Branch Libraries to Host FREE Storytime with
“Belle” from Beauty and the Beast
The Authors Festival Committee of the Friends of the Children Library
(FOTCL) will present four Special Storytimes featuring ―Belle‖ from Beauty
& the Beast during the first week of August.
These free programs are sponsored by the Authors Festival Committee of
the FOTCL and made possible thanks to a generous grant from the Employees Community Fund (ECF) of Boeing California.
Held in place of the regular storytime that week, the schedule is as follows:
—Murphy Branch (15882 Graham Street) -- Tuesday, August 2, 10am
and 11am,
—Main St. Branch (525 Main Street) -- Wednesday, August 3, 10am and
11am,
-- Banning Branch (9281 Banning Avenue) -- Thursday, August 4, 10am
and 11am
—Oak View Branch (17251 Oak Lane) -- Thursday, August 4, 4:30pm.
Please note that the storytime on Tuesday at the Murphy library will be held outside. Patrons are encouraged to bring blankets and chairs to sit outside under the big tree behind the library. For additional information, please call the Murphy library at (714) 375-5006, the Main Street library at (714) 375-5071, the Banning library at (714) 375-5005, or the Oak View library at (714) 375-5068.

Lego Club at the Central Library
The Lego Club is so popular that we divided it into two sessions to make it more fun! We still meet on
Wednesdays in the Tabby Theater, but the times changed:
—1 p.m. to 2 p.m. for ages 6-8
—2:30 p.m. to 3:30 p.m. for ages 9-12
If you have children that fall into both groups please come to the session that makes the most sense for your
family! Lego Club continues through August 24.

Week of July 25, 2016
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Junior Lifeguard Pancake Breakfast Fundraiser
The annual Junior Lifeguard Pancake Breakfast fundraiser will be on Saturday, August 6, between 7:30 a.m.
and 11:30 a.m. at Lake Park in Huntington Beach.
The proceeds from this fundraiser will go directly towards the purchase of new equipment for the Junior Lifeguard Program.
If you have any questions, please contact Mike Eich at 714-375-8492 or Kyle Morita at 714-375-5075. If you
are interested in purchasing tickets ahead of time or making a donation, please contact Lorene Ernst at 714536-5402. Tickets may also be purchased at the event.

Grilling Safety
There’s nothing like outdoor grilling. It is one of the most
popular ways to cook food, but can be very hot, causing
burn injuries and can be a fire hazard.
Safety Tips
 Propane and charcoal BBQ grills should only be used
outdoors.
 The grill should be placed well away from the home,
deck railings and out from under eaves and overhanging
branches.
 Keep children and pets away from the grill area.
 Keep your grill clean by removing grease or fat buildup from the grills and in trays below the grill.
Never leave your grill unattended.
An important safety message about the use of barbeques on balconies, patios or decks in the City of Huntington Beach:
The 2013 California Fire Code Sections 308.1.4 and 308.4 restricts the use of open flame cooking devices
which includes BBQs. This restriction applies to apartments, condominiums, hotels or similar multi-family occupancies with three or more units.
The code does not allow charcoal burners or other open-flame cooking devices to be operated on combustible
balconies or within 10 feet of combustible construction unless the building, balcony or deck is protected by an
automatic sprinkler system. Combustible materials can be defined as anything that will ignite if exposed to
open flame such as wood, furniture, paper, etc.
The code further restricts the use of Liquefied Petroleum Gas (LPG) type BBQ’s to an LPG container not
greater than 2.5 lbs water capacity if it is on a combustible balcony or within 10 feet of combustible construction.
For more information on Grilling Safety, please visit the National Fire Protection Association’s website at:
www.nfpa.org
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UPCOMING EVENTS
July


7/27—HB Day at the OC Fair. www.ocfair.com 12:30pm Ceremony at the Hanger.



7/28—Surfing Walk of Fame Ceremony, 10am at Jack’s www.surfingwalkoffame.com/
induction_day_2016.html



7/29—Surfers’ Hall of Fame Ceremony 9:30am at HSS www.hsssurf.com/pages/shof

August


8/13 — 53rd Huck Finn Fishing Derby 714-960-8870



8/17 — Main Street Library Preview Night, 5 to 7pm. 714-375-5071



8/27 — HB Search & Rescue Open House, 6pm at the Gothard Station. 18381 Gothard



8/27 –8/28—Footvolly at the Pier

September


9/3– 9/4 — Civil War Days Reenactment at Central Park



9/10 — 28th Annual Senior Saturday Community Festival at Pier Plaza from 9 a.m. to
2 p.m. Admission is free!



9/11—Patriots’ Day Memorial Event at Pier Plaza—details to come



9/11 — Patriots’ Day Memorial Event at City Hall—details to come



9/17-9/18—Pacific Islander Festival at Central Park



9/18 — Annual Blessing of the Waves at Pier Plaza

October


10/15 — Annual OC Financial Planning Day. Central Library from 9am to 2pm.
www.ocfinancialplanningday.org or call 877-622-3729



10/21— 10/23 HB Air Show www.surfcityusaairshow.com

CITY of HUNTINGTON BEACH

City Hall Directory
City Attorney
City Clerk
Passports
City Council
City Manager
Community Services
Beach Operations
Business Development
Finance Department
Business Licenses
Fire Department
Human Resources
Information Services
Library Services
Community Development
Code Enforcement
Police Department
Public Works
Graffiti Removal

(714) 536-5555
(714) 536-5227
(714) 536-1600
(714) 536-5553
(714) 536-5202
(714) 536-5486
(714) 536-5281
(714) 536-5542
(714) 536-5630
(714) 536-5267
(714) 536-5411
(714) 536-5492
(714) 536-5515
(714) 842-4481
(714) 536-5271
(714) 375-5155
(714) 960-8811
(714) 536-5431
(714) 960-8861

Fred A. Wilson, City Manager
www.huntingtonbeachca.gov

